



Please a 



rr^nd 



the claims as follows: 



1. A domestic \nethod of treating a liquid comprising water with a gas 
comprising ozone\the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing tne liquid in a treatment vessel; 

(b) introducingVhe gas into the vessel to treat the liquid in the 
treatment vessel ro obtain treated liquid; 

(c) increasing the pressure in the treatment vessel; and 

(d) utilizing the increased pressure in the treatment vessel to dispense 
the treated liquid from the treatment vessel through a carbon filter 
located downstream frbm the treatment vessel . 



*\ Jjfc The method as claimed in claim 1[4] further comprising the step of 
venting at least a portion of the gas from the treatment vessel during step 
(b) and passing at least a portion of the vented gas through the filter prior 
to dispensing water from the treatment vessel . 



jf. The method as claimed in claim 1 [further comprising the step of 
introducing the gas into the treatment vessel as bubbles. ] wherein a first 
quantity of liquid is treated in the treatment vessel and removed from the 
treatment vessel before another quantity of liquid is introduced into the 
treatment vessel whereby the method is performed as a batch process. 

The method as claimed in claim 1[8] further comprising the step of 
signalling a user if a predetermined level of treatment of the liquid is not 
achieved in the predetermined time whereby the user manually empties 
the treatment vessel . 

^ J?(f. The method as claimed in claim 1[8] further comprising the step of 
[measuring the ozone concentration in the off gas and] receiving off g as 
which passes through the liquid in the treatment vessel in a head space in 
the treatment vessel, exposing at least a portion of the off gas to an ozone 
sensor and signalling a user if the concentration of ozone in the off gas is 
higher than a predetermined amount. 

^ iff. The method as claimed in claim 1[8] further comprising the step of 
[measuring the ozone concentration in the off gas and] receiving off g as 
which passes through the liquid in the treatment vessel in a head 



space 



m 



the treatment vessel, exposing at least a portion of the off gas to an ozone 
sensor and signalling a user if the concentration of ozone in the off gas is 
lower than a predetermined amount. 
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^ i2t The method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising the step of 
monitoring the treatment of the liquid and preventing the liquid from 
being dispensed from the treatment vessel if a predetermined level of 
treatment of the liquid is not achieved whereby the user manually 
empties the treatment vessel. 



Please 



new claims 26 - 38: 




1 2o. The method as claimed in claim Jkf further comprising the step of 
passing the off gas through the filter to treat the filter prior to dispensing 
water from the treatment vessel, 

^ 1?T. The method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising the step of 
monitoring the treatment of the liquid and preventing the liquid from 
being dispensed from the treatment vessel if the concentration of ozone in 
the off gas is lower than a predetermined amount. 




28. A batchsmethod for treating water with ozone to obtain fit for water fit 
for human corteumption comprising the steps of: 

(a) introducih^a^fsTqu^ntity of water into a treatment vessel; 

(b) treating th^quantity of Rafter in the treatment vessel with ozone to 
obtain treated water; 

(c) increasing the pressure in the treatment vessel; and, 

(d) removing the treated water from the treatment vessel prior to 
introducing another quantity of water into the treatment vessel 
wherein the in^ea^ed-prggsure in the treatment vessel is used to 
remove the treated water r<rom the treatment vessel through a filter 
located downstream from thV pressure vessel if a predetermined level 
of treatment of the water is acnieved 

whereby water fit for human consumption is obtained. 

29. The\nethod as claimed in claim 28 further comprising the step of 
^ signalling a user if a predetermined level of treatment of the water is not 

achieved. 



30. The method as claimed in claim 28 further comprising the step of 
preventing the water from being dispensed from the treatment vessel if a 
predetermined leveKof treatment of the water is not achieved. 

. 31. The method as claimed in claim 28 further comprising the step of 
venting at least a portion\)f the gas from the treatment vessel during step 
(b) and passing the vented gas through the filter prior to dispensing water 
from the treatment vessel. 




32. The memod as claimed in claim 28 wherein the pressure in the 
treatment vessel is increased by reducing the amount of gas which is 
vented from tWe treatment vessel. 

33. Tha method as claimed in claim 29 further comprising the step of 
automatically dispensing the treated water when the pressure in the 
treatment \essel reaches a preset level. 

34. A method for treating water with ozone to obtain fit for water fit for 
human consumption comprising the steps of: 

(a) introducing water into a treatment vessel; 

(b) treating m'g^wa^'NrL the treatment vessel with ozone to obtain 
treated wafer ;\ \\ 

(c) increasing the pressure iij. the treatment vessel; 

(d) signaling a iiser if a predetermined level of treatment of the water 
is not achi eved; 

(e) utilizing the increased pressure in the treatment vessel to dispense 
treated water fron\ the treatment vessel through a filter located 
downstream horn thespressure^vessel 

whereby water fit forTtumafTc^sumption is obtained. 

35. The method as claimed \n claim 34 further comprising the step of 
preventing the water from bei^g dispensed from the treatment vessel if a 
predetermined level of treatment of the water is not achieved. 

36. Tra method as claimed in claim 34 further comprising the step of 
venting at least a portion ofthe gas from the treatment vessel during step 
(b) and pas^rtg the vented gas through the filter prior to dispensing water 
from the treataient vessel . 

37. The methodSas claimed in claim 34 wherein the pressure in the 
treatment vessel isyncreased by reducing the amount of gas which is 
vented from the treatment vessel. 

38. The methc^as claimed in claim 34 further comprising the step of 

automatically Vdisj^sing the treated water when the pressure in the 

treatment vessel reaches a preset level. 

N 

Remarks 

This letter is responsive to the Office Action dated November 19, 1999. 
This Response is accompanied by a request for a two month extension of 
time. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that this Response is timely 
filed. 



